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Hello American Le-
gion Post 186 members.
I first want to thank you
all for the support and
trust you have placed in
me as your new Com-
mander. Be assured this
is not something I take
lightly. Also know this
job is something that is
a priority in my life. As
our preamble states "For
God and Country" and
as long as we keep God
first, we as a Post will
grow and flourish.

We had a great in-
crease in membership in
the last month, although
we also lost a member.
The 4th of July parade
was great fun in

Commander Daniel Johnson

Brandermill and on Me-
morial Day, we made
record income for the
Post in Poppy sales.
Keep in mind Field
Days of the Past is Sept.
17-19 so sign up with
Randy Hardwick to get
a gate before they go
fast! 1 look forward to
seeing you at our break-
fast on Sept. 11.
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Mules Tie For Second in ‘10

By John Clarke
Athletics Chairman

Our Post 186
Mules had a very good
baseball season, tying
for second with a 14-6
record. The team

started strong in the
playoffs winning our
first game, but ulti-

mately fell to a 1-2 re-
cord to finish the year.

We had a great
group of young men,
who worked hard all
year. Their parents and
friends were a great
support for the team and
great fans.

On behalf of the
Post, we wish to thank
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson,
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\ “ e
NN
[~

August

Post Calendar

3 7:00 PM Post Executive Meeting

6-8 Legion College @ Holiday Inn Koger Center
17 7:30 PM Post Regular Meeting

27-31 National Convention in Milwaukee, WI

September

7 7:00 PM Post Executive Meeting

11 8:00 AM 40 & 8 Breakfast

15 Articles Due for Next Newsletter

17-19 Field Days of the Past (See sched. on p. 2)
21 7:30 PM Post Regular Meeting

October

2 8:00 AM 40 & 8 Breakfast

5 7:00 PM Post Executive Meeting

9 2:00-5:00PM Fall Barbecue

16 9:00 AM Midlothian Day Parade (downtown)
19 7:00 PM Post Regular Meeting Boys State/Girls

State Night

29-31 Fall Conference @ Holiday Inn Hampton

Jountryod

November

3 7:00 PM Post Executive Meeting

5 12:00 PM Prep Day Fall Stew

6 2:00 Pickup: Fall Stew Day

11 2:00 PM Chesterfield Courthouse
11 10:00 AM Virginia War Memorial
13 8:00 AM 40 & 8 Breakfast

15 Articles Due for Next Newsletter
16 7:30 PM Post Regular Meeting

December
7 7:00 PM Post Executive Meeting
14 6:00 PM Post Christmas Party

Bob Bennett, and Pat
Rogers for their con-
stant support wherever
we went to play. We
also appreciate the Post

members who came to a
few of our home games.
One area of im-

(Continued p. 4)
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ENDURING FREEDOM VETERAN

New Vet Plate Released Oct. 1

By Chris Winslow
Adjutant

The Virginia
Department of Motor
Vehicles will release a
license plate honoring
the service of veterans
of Operation Enduring
Freedom. The idea for
the plate was hatched by
the Operation Enduring
Freedom License Plate
Committee. The bill
to authorize the plate
was presented in the
2009 General Assembly

Session by Delegate
Rob Bell (Albemarle).
It was voted out of sub-
committee, passed by
both the House and the
Senate, and was quickly
signed into law by then
Governor Kaine.

Requirements
for the plate include a
DD-214 which must
show service in qualify-
ing countries for Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom.
The plate is considered
a specialty plate and
will cost $10.00.

Members Needed for Field Days

It is time for the Field Days of the Past September 17",
18" and 19™ again. The Post is working the program
this year and we will need a lot of volunteers. There are
8 gates to work (A, B, C1, C2, E, F, G and H) and we

will be working 2 shifts daily.

Gate A&B 7:00 am- 1:30pm and 1:00pm- 6:00pm
Gate C1&C2 7:00 am- 2:30pm and 2:00pm- 9:00pm
Gate E 7:00 am- 2:30pm and 2:00pm- 9:00pm

Gate F Friday 6:00 am-1:30pm & 1:00pm- 9:00pm
Saturday 6:00 am- 1:00pm & 12:00pm- 8:00pm
Sunday 6:00 am- 12:30pm & 12:00pm- 6:00pm

Gate G Friday 6:00 am- 1:30pm and 1:00pm- 9:00pm
Saturday 6:00 am- 1:00pm and 12:00pm- 8:00pm
Sunday 6:00 am- 12:30pm and 12:00pm- 6:00pm
Gate H 6:00 am- 12:30pm and 12:00pm- 6:00pm

Contact Randy Hardwick at 804-745-4166 to sched-
ule your work gates and time.

Post Membership Report

By Randy Hardwick
First Vice Commander

July 1 started the
Legion year collecting
memberships to begin
the many programs the
Legion is involved in.
Post 186 wants to thank
those many who have
sent your renewal in.
For those who have not
yet, please do so and not
wait until the last min-
ute and possibly cause
you to lapse and fall off
the mailing lists.

Out of the 412
memberships we fin-
ished the 2009-2010
year with, we are al-
ready over 200 collected
in just one month to-
wards this 2010-2011
year . We 6 r
them as fast as we can
and mailing out your
2011 membership cards
along with a question-
naire for you to fill in
the blanks to mail back
to us updating your
membership record and
interests you have in the
American Legion pro-
grams.

Please return it
to us and if you wish,
there also is a form for
you to mail in to the De-
partment of the Ameri-
can Legion for a chance
to be in the drawing for
a Paid-Up-For-Life
Membership. We take
checks, of course, or
call us with credit card,
but donot
togetyourrenewal

paid early. Go out there
and get new members, if
application or literature
is needed please pick it
up at the post or contact
Randy at 804-745-4166

National Website

The Legion Magazine
July 2010 issue has an
article on MYLE-
GION.ORG, a site which
will allow you to update
your personal data and
view data about the Post.
It features Department of
Virginia information and
National Data. Visit the
website to view a demo
of the MYLEGION.ORG
system.
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so he can send it to you.
When taking a member-

ship applicatdos remem- g

ber that an Honorable
DD214/215 or a dis-
charge must be checked
for the date range for
the era being use for
membership. If this is
not done then have them
send that information to
the Post mail box for
verification by the
membership committee.
This information must
be in the Membership
Chairmenos
hours before the meet-
ing the candidate is to
be voted on for mem-
bership.

We would like
to welcome the follow-
ing new members com-
ing to the post in July:

Jeremy Gillespie.

asdu r e



2010 Convention
Wrapup

By Daniel Johnson
Commander

The Department
of Virginia 92nd Annual
Convention on July 8-
11, 2010 in Richmond
was a great suc-
cess. Attending from
186 was Chuck Gudis,
Chris Winslow, Randy
Hardwick, John Clark,
Al Hillman, Willy Ran-
som, Gordon Alling,
Gordy Smith, Ben Trot-
ter, and Dan Johnson.

On Saturday,
Cmdr. Paul E. Galanti,
a Vietham POW pre-
sented. Mr. Galanti is
the Commissioner of
Veterans Services under
Gov. Bob McDonnell.
An award was given to
State Trooper Kurt J.
Johnson for saving the
life of a 3-year-old child
from an upside down
burning car. Also
awarded was Eagle
Scout Jonathan South.

Post 186 awards
included a ribbon for
100% renewal for
2010. Randy Hardwick
received two awards,
one for top recruiter at

(Continued p. 4)

Fall BBQ Right Around the Corner

By Richard Hahn
Second Vice Commander

| t 0s
you think. When the
thermometer reads 100+
degrees
think that fall is almost
upon us. . . But, it is!
Yes, it will soon be time
for the annual fall bar-
becue, and this year I
have the privilege of
heading up the effort.
The barbecue will take
place on 9 October 2010
with food service com-
mencing at 2:00 PM and
live music and dancing
until 5:00 PM.

You will soon
receive a distribution of
tickets through the mail
for sale to family,
friends and members of
the community at large.
Ticket prices will be the

I t O premises.

same as last year, $15
per adult and $7 per

| at ¢hitd underhtha age of

12, and cover all one
can eat and drink on the
Please do
your best to advertise
the barbecue”as widely
as possible and ‘maxi-
mize ticket sales to en-
able solid_planning-and
ensure the greatest pos-
sible financial return to
the Post.

As smost are
aware, it takes the com-
bined efforts of many-of
you-all'to make thebar-
becue' ~the ™ enjoyable,
quality experience that
the membership and the
community have come
to expect. I am a new-
comer to this type of
organizing, but I prom-
ise to do my best to get

everyone involved to
the level they desire and
try not to have individu-
als..overworked in the
process. We will be
reaching out to each of
you~in the next couple
of weeks to solicit sup-
port for ‘the effort in
various capacities.

If you' would
like to.volunteerfor any
of the various purchas-
ing, transportation, food
preparation/handling,
facilities set
up/teardown/cleanupy or
food service..tasks or
assist_with“the effort in
any'way, please contact
Dick Hahn (@ home
804-739-4156, cell 703-
508-1544, email richar-
dahahn@verizon.net at
your earliest opportu-
nity.

Post Auxiliary Celebrates Fourth Year

By Linda Hardwick
President

Installation of 2010-
2011 officers was held at the
June 15 dinner meeting in-
cluding Linda Hardwick,
President; Annebel Lewis,
Vice President; Dianna Gil-
lard, Secretary; Frances
Bowe, Treasurer; Rosa
Payne, Chaplain; Julia DelJe-
sus, Historian; and Betty
Smith, Sgt. At Arms. Our
July 20 meeting brought eve-
ryone up to date with Poppy
Days, May 28-29. The Unit
and VA&R cannot thank all
the workers enough for the
time spent on donations.
Your efforts allowed us to
collect $7000.

A check for $5000 was pre-
sented to the Legion for their
portion of hours/members
spent.

Membership: we
welcomed in two new mem-
bers, Alicia Willis and Kathy
Barto.

Americanism Chair
Annebel Lewis announced
there will be a Patriot Day
in Powhatan on 9/11/10. She
suggested that the Legion
and Auxiliary share a table
for membership awareness.
Tickets are $25. The event
begins at 10:00am and will
feature Charlie Daniels,
Americabs Got
Kevin Skinner and other
acts. Event Website:
www.usapatriotsday.com.

Children & Youth
Chair Karen Ylimaki will be
sending out letters advertis-
ing available student scholar-
ships. Karen has also been
very busy with a brand new
USO facility which recently
opened at the Richmond Air-
port where 2500 service men
and women are expected to
pass through each month.
Uso Website:
www.usocentralva.org

We will be having a
fund raising activity starting
in a few short weeks selling
patriotic 2011 calendars at a
cost of about $7.00. For

rEsertatdons tof yeour ncopg, r

please call 745-4166. More
information can be found at
www.aux186.org.
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NOTICE:

Amendments to the Constitu-
tion, Bylaws and Amend-
ments shall be voted on at the

next regular meeting, August
17,2010 at 7:30PM. These
amendments were mailed to
the membership in May/June
2010.

Baseball
(Continued from p. 1)

provement for next year
is fan support from our
Post. 1 highly encour-
age all of our member-
ship to attend these
games in the future.
The Post 1s actively
working on communi-
cating the Dbaseball
schedule to the member-
ship and brainstorming
on other ways to pro-
mote attendance.
Monetarily we
did not meet our budget
for home games. If you
would like to support
the Mules in this effort,
please send donations to
Post 186 and note in the
me mo i ne
fund. o

A Recent Letter of Thank You

Dear Commander Johnson:

Thank you for allow-
ing me a few lines to express a
few unsolicited thoughts that are
long overdue. On behalf of all
the young men whose lives have
been touched and enriched by
Boys State (and Junior Law
Cadet) and the entire Manches-
ter High School faculty. I would
like to thank you for sending us
Gordy Smith. His unwavering
dedication and service to our
school is nothing short of awe
inspiring. While others might
get the job done, what makes
Gordy so
about dAthe
itoés what it
and Country; its truly caring
about these young men he men-
tors and wanting to see them
grow and become better leaders
and men; and taking a personal
responsibility to want to give of
himself, his time and talents
back to the community. Others
see that example- I see that ex-
ample- and it makes me and the
boys want to be better.

I have personally been
working with Gordy to help
secure delegates from Manches-
ter since the 2004-2005 school
year, and from my calculations
we have sent 72 juniors to Boys
Stag (including ttghis year)., Alll

anl aﬁaissthege e ay 'that It

would have been possible with-

out him! His tireless campaign-
ing and efforts to business, or-
ganizations and individuals to
secure funding for the boys is
unlike anything I have ever seen
- it truly is amazing to watch.
The way that he gives unsel-
fishly, with no thought of return,
reward, or recognition, shows
how much he values the Boys
State program. I cringe to think
of the day when he stops being
involved and we somehow have
to find sponsorships on our
own!

I know I not only

s peci alspeak for mys¢lfptmt Princifal
p r o g Kastd)Ovhefi D gay that im theé

futare segardless rof. whethdr Ige s
has official duties with Boys
State that requires him to inter-
act with Manchester or not, he
has entered a special place in out
hearts and will always be a part
of our Manchester Family-
Gordy represents everything it
means to be a Lancer!

It is truly an honor to
be associated with such a great
man. We at Manchester are
forever indebted!

Sincerely,
Chris Sorensen
Director of School Counseling

Manchester High School
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Wrapup
(Continued from p. 3)

the post level and the
other for top recruiter
for District 11.

On behalf of the
Post, Past Commander
AbHMillman received the
Post award for 19 con-
secutive years of mem-
bership record numbers.

New  Virginia
State Commander Mike

Mitrione put it best
when he

American Legion to
grow we need rele-

v a n c eWeoneed to
reach out in the sur-
rounding community
and interact and to pro-
vide a service and a
place for Veterans to
come and be at home.

state



